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[13] December 25: THE BIRTH OF THE LORD — A, B,C  gg

GOSPEL

Today a Savior has been born for you.
'k A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke 2:1-14

Emperor Augustus gave orders for the names of all the people
to be listed in record books.
These first records were made when Quirinius was governor of Syria.

Everyone had to go to their own hometown to be listed.
So Joseph had to leave Nazareth in Galilee and go to Bethlehem in Judea.
Long ago Bethlehem had been King David’s hometown,

and Joseph went there because he was from David’s family.

Mary was engaged to Joseph and traveled with him to Bethlehem.
She was soon going to have a baby,
and while they were there,
she gave birth to her first-born son.
She dressed him in baby clothes and laid him in a manger,
because there was no room for them in the inn.

That night in the fields near Bethlehem
some shepherds were guarding their sheep.
All at once an angel came down to them from the Lord,
and the brightness of the Lord’s glory flashed around them.
The shepherds were frightened.
But the angel said, “Don’t be afraid!
I'have good news for you, which will make everyone happy.
This very day in King David’s hometown a Savior was born for you.
He is Christ the Lord.
You will know who he is,
because you will find him dressed in baby clothes
and lying in a manger.”
Suddenly many other angels came down from heaven
and joined in praising God.
They said: “Praise God in heaven!
Peace on earth to everyone who pleases God.”

The gospel of the Lord.



74  January 1: MARY, MOTHER OF GOD — A, B, C [15]

ALLELUIA Hebrews 1:1-2

B. Alleluia, alleluia.

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets;
now God speaks to us through the Son.

RB. Alleluia, alleluia.

GOSPEL |
The shepherds found Mary and Joseph, and the baby
lying in the manger..» When the eighth day came
they gave him the name Jesus,
% A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke 2:16-21

The shepherds hurried off and found Mary and Joseph,
and they saw the baby lying in the manger.

When the shepherds saw Jesus,

they told his parents what the angel had said about him.
Everyone listened and was surprised.
But Mary kept thinking about all this and wondering what it meant.

As the shepherds returned to their sheep,
they were praising God and saying wonderful things about him.
Everything they had seen and heard was just as the angel had said.

Eight days later Jesus’ parents did for him
what the Law of Moses commands.
And they named him Jesus,
just as the angel had told Mary

when he promised she wjould have a baby.

The gospel of the Lord.
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They found the baby Jesus The shepherds told everyone what they

lying in a manger. had seen. Everyone was amazed!
Connect the dots. Use the code below to fill in the missing letters.
12345678910 Aﬂbﬂxwu_w @HI V\Nnm
Z =N fé -R

A _ AVIO_
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@? CRACK THE CODE TO FIND THE MESSIAH! %

What sign did the angel give the shepherds? The Bible verse below is written in code.
Use the chart at the bottom of the page to fill in the missing letters and break the code!
Hint: Read Luke 2:12 (ESV)

A_ . o SIW EAS_ _ _
5 M 3 20712065 22122626 224 5 B 1Z 8 H 6§ 720
o _e___Ww_ A _A
23 4 | 234 | 22122626 6 Z M3 5 25 2 73
W A E SWA S

SM3 26231248 124 5 954 82420
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www.btblepathwayadventures.com
Birth of the King Activity Book
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Where was the stone manger? In Hebrew peasant homes, it was very common for animals to
stay inside with the family at night. This kept the animals safe from thieves and heated the
house at the same time. Because of this, mangers were built into the floors of many homes.
Anyone familiar with Hebrew culture who read the phrase “she laid him in a manger” would
assume the birth took place in a private home where the animals lived alongside the family.
The historian Gustaf Dalmann stated, “In the East today the dwelling place of man and animal

is often in the same room. It is usual among peasants for the family to live, eat, and sleep on a
kind of raised terrace in the one room of the house, while the cattle, particularly the donkeys
and oxen, have their place below on the actual floor near the door. On this floor the mangers
are fixed either to the floor or to the wall, or at the edge of the terrace.”

olor the
manger

— A

What do you think? Was the manger inside a house, or someplace else?

www.blblepathwayadventures.com © BPA Publishing Ltd 2020
Birth of the King Activity Book ‘



- The Meaning of
“hristmas Decorations

Evergreen Tree
The wvergreen tree points to Hewen,
fts. newdbes vermain green alk year,
o symbol of God's gift of etenal LIFE,
arwh a reeinder of Jesur” living presence.
{4 whphurs e B - 12

Stare
Star ornaments and decoralions symbolide
thur star of Beiblehem. Mdomwew 21,20

’ Angels
Argels annovmced Jesas” birth (o
Mary, Joseph, aod the shepherds., take ) & 2 -

Lights & Candies

Jesus said He was the “Light of e world.” {Jehn D5

Red Decorations
Fied symbolizes God's LOWVE sl
i dong of desus wiw died for us on thie cross,
(Afurk £31F

Guold Decorations:
Ciold symbiolizes the Kingship of Jesus,
{Fmclationg )by

Gifts undex Tree
CSifts rewning we of e gifts of the Wise Men,
and of the greadest gilt of all~~dJesus,
{ Sdantbon 2:1-18)




JESUS vs. SANTA

Santa lives at the North Pole...
JESUS is everywhere.

Santa rides in a sleigh...
JESUS rides on the wind and walks on the water.

Santa comes hut once a year...
JESUS is an ever present help.

Santa fills your stockings with goodies...
JESUS supplies all your needs.

Santa comes down your chimney uninvited...
JESUS stands at your door and knocks, and then enters your heart when invited.

You have to wait in line to see Santa...
JESUS is as close as the mention of His name.

Santa lets you sit on his lap...
JESUS lets you rest in His arms.

Santa doesn’t know your name, all he can say is “Hi little boy or girl, what's your name?”...

JESUS knew our name before we were born. Not only does He know our name, He
knows our address too. He knows our history and future and He even knows how
many hairs are on our heads.

Santa has a belly like a bow! full of jelly...
JESUS has a heart full of love

All Santa can offer is HO HO HO...
JESUS offers health, help and hope.

Santa says “You better not cry”...
JESUS says “Cast all your cares on me for | care for you.”

Santa’s little helpers make toys...
JESUS makes new life, mends wounded hearts, repairs broken homes and builds
mansions.

Santa may make you chuckle but...
JESUS gives you joy that is your strength.

While Santa puts gifts under your tree...
JESUS became our gift and died on a tree...the cross.

We need to put Christ back in CHRISTmas, Jesus is still the reason for the season.
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